
The 69
th

 annual meeting of the 
Midwest Chapter, Music Library 

Association will take place October 21-23, 

2010, at the attractive, new Bloomington-

Normal Marriott Hotel and Conference 

Center located in ñUptownò Normal, 

Illinois. The conference is being jointly 

sponsored by Illinois Wesleyan University 

and Illinois State University, and the local 

arrangements team consists of Robert 

Delvin (IWU) and Christine Kubiak (ISU). 

While the complete program is still in the 

planning stage, a couple of hopeful 

enticements can be announced at this time. 

The opening Thursday evening session 

will detail the life and work of the inter-

nationally-known, Panamanian-born 

composer Roque Cordero (1917-2008) 

who served on the faculty of Illinois State 

University from 1972 until his retirement 

in 2000. The guest speaker will be Dr. 

Marie Labonville, Associate Professor of 

Musicology at Illinois State University and 

an authority on Latin American music.  

On Friday evening, a local arrangements 

reception will culminate in a ñnight at the 

moviesò at the recently restored Art Deco 

Normal Theater located adjacent to the 

Conference Center. The Normal Theater 

specializes in vintage, classic and art 

movies. The featured film is still in 

negotiation.  

All program events this year will be held 

at the conference hotel. The Marriott is 

within walking distance of both Illinois 

State University and Illinois Wesleyan 

University, numerous ñcampus townò 

specialty shops, restaurants, and 

nightclubs. For anyone considering travel 

by Amtrak, the Bloomington-Normal train 

station is located approximately two 

blocks from, and in eye-sight, of the hotel. 

Several trains run daily to and from 

Chicago/St. Louis/Kansas City. The hotel 

also provides shuttle service to the Central 

Illinois Regional Airport with daily flights 

available on American Eagle and Delta 

from Chicago, Detroit, and beyond.  

Conference and hotel registration details 

will follow in the September issue of the 

Midwest Note-Book. For your planning 

purposes, however, the quoted hotel 

conference room rate is $119.00 plus tax 

per single or double occupancy.  

As in 1994 and 2003 previously, these two 

host institutions look forward to 

welcoming the Midwest Chapter, Music 

Library Association to central Illinois and 

Bloomington-Normal. 

ðBob Delvin, Illinois Wesleyan University 
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Sômae! Spring has finally found its way to the Bluegrass, 
which means the Derby, magnificent horses, and mint juleps are just 

around the corner! As the spring semester winds down, I hope everyone 

will have some time to get to those projects that have been waiting all 

year for your undivided attention. For my summer vacation Iôd like to 

sort through a rather unruly backlog of 

gifts, work on LibGuides, and find the 

top of my desk. 

Speaking of good times, it was 

wonderful to see so many 

Midwesterners at San Diego last March. 

Our brief, but packed chapter meeting 

included a report from Therese Dickman 

and Lynne Weber on the chapterôs oral 

history project, an update on the 

chapterôs logo design contest, and a 

sharing of ideas about how the Midwest 

Chapter can remember and honor our 

friend Ralph Papakhian.  

Bob Delvin and Christine Kubiak are 

already putting the finishing touches on 

our 69th annual meeting in Bloomington-Normal, Illinois, October 21-

23, 2010. The fall newsletter will have all the details about the meeting, 

getting there, and the conference hotel, so stay tuned.  

This issue also includes the joyous tributes to Ralph that were given at 

the Business Meeting in San Diego and Thereseôs 1996 interview with 

Ralph. I feel so very fortunate that Ralphôs humor and gentle soul will 

always be a part of my life.  

ðPaula Hickner, University of Kentucky 

From the ChairFrom the ChairFrom the Chair   
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Member News and NotesMember News and NotesMember News and Notes   
 ǆ Veronica Alzalde (University of Wisconsin-Madison) is presenting 

her paper "Shifting Notions of Spectacle in Maurice Ravel's La Valse" 

at the Society of Dance History Scholars' conference. The conference 

will be held July 8-13 at the University of Surrey. 

ǆ Susannah Cleveland, Head of the Music Library and Sound 

Recordings Archives at Bowling Green State University, has been 

elected to the MLA Board as a member-at-large. 

(continued on page 3) 
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(Continued on page 9) 
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Member News and Notes, Member News and Notes, Member News and Notes, continued from page 2continued from page 2continued from page 2   
 ǆ Thanks to generous donations in honor of Geraldine Laudati, the Mills Music Library at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison has acquired the monumental two-volume work, Bologna Q15: the making and remaking 

of a musical manuscript: introductory study and facsimile edition, by Margaret Bent. Awarded the 2009 

Claude V. Palisca Award, the American Musicological Society described this limited edition as ñan exemplar 

of regal musicology, a career-crowning achievement that will forever set a benchmark for facsimile editions.ò  

Geraldine Laudati was Director of the Mills Music Library from 1989ï2006; she too set benchmarks for both 

innovative projects and special collections. During Geriôs tenure, the Music Library launched one of the first 

streamed audio services in the country, helped pioneer the cataloging and digitization of sheet music, and 

developed online resources such as the Wisconsin Folksong Collection. Her dedicated work in building the 

Libraryôs collections of scores, books and recordings greatly benefit us all today. The Music Library is most 

appreciative for the contributions from Geriôs many friends and supporters, making it possible to add Bologna 

Q15 to the collection in her honor. 

 ǆ Mark Scharff (Washington University in St. Louis) has been appointed Coordinator for the NACO-Music 

Project (NMP). Mark has a long history with NMP, having been an independent contributor since 1991 and a 

reviewer of other participants since 1994. He has also served on the NMP Advisory Committee both as a 

regular member and as Chair. His interest in music cataloging and authority control has led him into service on 

several Music Library Association committees and American Library Association interest groups over the past 

two decades. Markôs Midwest Chapter activities have included membership on the Cataloging Committee 

(Chair, 2007-2008), Local Arrangements Committee, Program Committee, and Nominating Committee. 

 ǆ The University of Notre Dame recently purchased two important manuscripts for its burgeoning sacred 

music program helmed by Peter Jeffries and Margot Fassler. The first manuscript is a Franciscan Gradual from 

Ventimeglia, ca. 1500-1525, while the second manuscriptða portable Liturgical Psalter and noted Diurnal for 

Carthusian useðis from Paris and dates to the second half of the thirteenth century. The Psalter is of particular 

note since it was purchased and presented to the former Edward H. Arnold Director of Hesburgh Libraries, 

Jennifer Younger, in honor of her years of service during her retirement celebration on May 18, 2010. The 

Hesburgh libraries were privileged to have been able to purchase a manuscript of such importance in 

recognition of an honored colleague. 

Music Library Student Groups FoundedMusic Library Student Groups FoundedMusic Library Student Groups Founded   

In September 2009, Yi Hong Sim began 
thinking about starting an online peer forum for music 

library students. Her only peer at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, Veronica Alzalde, would be 

graduating in less than a year, and Yi Hong felt sure 

that there were other music library students besides 

herself out there wishing they had a more stable peer 

community in this specialized program track. At the 

MLA Midwest Chapter meeting in October, Yi Hong 

voiced her idea for a student forum at the Membership 

Committee business meeting. MLA Career 

Development & Services Committee Chair Sheri 

Stormes, MLA President Ruthann McTyre, and the 
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Born in Detroit on December 28
th

, 1948, 
Ralph died at his home in Bloomington, Indiana, on 

the morning of January 14th, after a sixteen-year long 

struggle with colorectal cancer. 

After graduating from Western Michigan University in 

1973 with Bachelor and Masterôs degrees in 

musicology and his MLS, Ralph worked as a cataloger 

for the University of Florida Libraries until he came to 

the Music Library at Indiana University in September 

1975, as head of its Technical Services Division. 

Ralphôs accomplishments and contributions to music 

librarianship are nothing short of astounding. He 

served on the board of directors of MLA as assistant 

and then fiscal officer, and as executive secretary. He 

was awarded MLAôs Special Achievement Award in 

1992, for the co-founding of MLA-L, which has 

become the conduit for the exchange of information 

and ideas for music librarians all over the world. In 

2008, Ralph was awarded the MLA Citation for his 

dedication and advocacy for the profession of music 

librarianship in general and music cataloging in 

particular, and for providing, over the course of thirty-

five years, inspiration, instruction, and mentoring to 

the next generation of music catalogers.  

Ralph received two Richard S. Hill Awards for the 

best article on music librarianship: In 1983, for 

ñMusic in the OCLC Online Union Catalog: A 

Reviewò (written with Richard Smiraglia) and in 

2002, for his article ñCataloging,ò published in the 

volume of Notes dedicated to ñMusic Librarianship at 

the Turn of the Century.ò In 1992, Ralph established 

the MLA Clearinghouse at Indiana University for the 

purpose of collecting and disseminating miscellaneous 

MLA documents both electronically and in hard copy. 

One of the founding members of the Music OCLC 

Users Group in 1977, Ralph went on to serve as its 

Vice-Chair, Secretary/Newsletter Editor, and Chair. 

Ralph was honored in 2002, by the Steering 

Committee of the Program for Cooperative 

Cataloging, for coordinating the first NACO funnel 

project in 1988. Known as the NACO Music Project 

(or NMP), the project was funneling contributions 

from around 50 member institutions who, at the time 

the award was presented, had completed 94,000 

records. Through the end of last September, that total 

had risen to slightly more than 281,000 new and 

changed authority records. Ralph started the NMP 

listserv to facilitate communication among the 

projectôs members, and since NMPôs creation, has 

trained and reviewed dozens of potential NACO 

contributors. 

As a teacher in the Music Librarianship Specialization 

program at IU that began in 1978, Ralph is perhaps 

best known for his work in supervising 74 cataloging 

interns, and most often acting as mentor throughout 

their careers. In addition, he was co-instructor of IUôs 

Summer Music Cataloging Workshop for the ten years 

that it took place. The Music OCLC Users Group 

recognized Ralphôs outstanding role in educating and 

mentoring new music catalogers by presenting him 

with the Distinguished Service Award in 2005. 

Acknowledging his hand in sending forth countless 

people into the profession, the award read, in part: 

ñ[The students] have been conditioned to approach 

work with rigor, curiosity, and creativity; among them 

are many recognized leaders in music librarianship 

and in the larger library world é Those persons have 

come to know that what they do, and how they do it, 

matters, whatever signals to the contrary may appear. 

Ralph strives to preserve the best aspects of cataloging 

while adapting to new rules, new needs, and new 

technologies. They also know that they have a friend 

and mentor for their career.ò 

In Memoriam: In Memoriam: In Memoriam:    

Arsen (Ralph) Papakhian 

(1948-2010) 
   

The following text was presented at the MLA Business Meeting  

on March 24, 2010, in San Diego, California. 
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Ralph had a stellar record of service in faculty 

governance at Indiana University, serving on the 

campus-wide faculty council, the IU Bloomington 

Library Faculty Council and numerous committees. 

He was an outspoken advocate for social justice and, 

in his rational and measured way, was the first to 

come to the aid of any colleague seeking advice. 

Ralph never did anything halfway. He was passionate 

about everything in which he was involved. He was 

passionate about his family: his wife, Mary; his four 

lovely children; and those five adorable grandchildren 

that weôve all seen on his Facebook page. 

He was passionate about his heritage. I think his must 

have been the only car in Bloomington with a bumper 

sticker that read, ñI am famous in Yerevan.ò The 

subscription to his Armenian newspaper came to him 

at the music library. Immediately after he was 

presented with the large red and white sign ñParking 

for Armenians onlyðall others will be towed,ò it 

became a permanent fixture in his office window. 

Ralph had several nicknames; back in the days before 

e-mail, Ralph signed all of his typed or handwritten 

memos with his initials: A-R-P (arp), Mr. Ralph (the 

more formal mode of address, which I think originated 

with Becky Dean when she was a student at IU), and 

Raffi. A few days ago I received a note from Ann 

Churukian. She had looked up ñRaffiò in her 

dictionary of Armenian names and found these three 

definitions: 1) exalter; 2) flash of lightning; 3) 

glorious man. 

Of course, Ralph was passionate about his job, music 

cataloging, and in his quiet and humble way, would 

always let you know exactly what he thought. He was 

generous with his time, never turning away a question, 

be it in person or via e-mail. He was passionate about 

music, sometimes attending 2, 3, 4, or more 

performances a week, and seldom missing a recital 

given by one of our student employees. Sometimes, 

checking my mail messages first thing in the morning, 

Iôd notice a posting from Ralph, sent at some awfully 

early hour, like 1:30 or 2:00am, and think to myself: 

he must have gotten home late from the Philharmonic 

Orchestra concert last night, and sat up, wine glass in 

hand, catching up on his correspondence. 

I think Ralph must have invented the term 

ñbibliographic emergency,ò when an irate faculty 

member who had failed to get his reserves list turned 

in on time tried to blame inefficient library staff for his 

negligence. And then, there was ñCataloger Envy,ò the 

condition discovered by Ralph in a 1968 edition of 

Ludwik Feidelbergôs Encyclopedia of Library 

Psychology and whose definition was included in 

Ralphôs ñFrom the Chairò column in a 1995 issue of 

the MOUG Newsletter. The definition begins: 

ñCataloger Envy denotes the administratorôs conscious 

or unconscious envy of the cataloger; a normal 

occurrence in administrators during their early, 

middle, and late years éò 

Ralph always enjoyed the company of his students, 

and he loved lunching at Mother Bears. He treated our 

student employees, as well as our graduating 

Librarianship students to pizza and beer at the end of a 

semester, or before they left for their first job in the 

ñreal world.ò 

Itôs important to note, however, that despite all of the 

honors and awards Ralph garnered, he was also a loser 

of one awardðyear after year, a loser of the 

University Libraries clean desk award. One of his 

more endearing and astonishing traits was that he 

always knew exactly what was in every one of those 

stacks of articles, music scores, and notes. 

Ralph always looked for the best in everyone. He 

found ways to make each of us, on our own terms, feel 

special. He was a man without a trace of pretense or 

guile. He was brilliant, friendly, kind and caring, 

generous, resourceful, down-to-earth, ornery, 

persistent, and patient. Ever the teacher and mentor, he 

always had time to answer a question. He had a 

wonderful sense of humor. He enjoyed a good 

argument, but if you were wrong about something, he 

let you know it, in no uncertain terms. 

I donôt believe there is anyone in this room, who has 

not been touched in some way by Ralphôs profound 

influence on the library profession. One need look no 

farther than the person sitting next to you to see 

Ralphôs legacy to us. Itôs difficult to imagine that one 

person could accomplish so much. To my dear 

In Memoriam, In Memoriam, In Memoriam, continuedcontinuedcontinued 
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colleague and friend of 31 years: Thank you, Ralph. 

Dick Griscom, Rebecca Littman, Joe Boonin, and 

Mark Scharff, will share a brief remembrance, and 

Ann Churukian will teach us an Armenian toast for 

Ralph. 

ðSue Stancu, Indiana University 

In 1981, I was working as a cataloging intern in the 

Indiana University Music Library. On the bulletin 

board in technical services, someone had posted a 

photocopy of a page from AACR2. This would have 

been the original orange-covered edition published in 

1978. It was a page from the section of appendix A 

that deals with religious names and terms. The first 

rule instructs the cataloger to ñcapitalize the names of 

God, terms referring to the Christian Trinity, and the 

names of other deities.ò It gives examples: Allah, the 

Almighty, the Father, King of Kings, Lord, Mars, 

Providence, and Zeus. A bit farther down the page is 

the instruction to ñlowercase most derivative words, 

both adjectives and nouns.ò The examples include the 

lowercase ñgodlike,ò the lowercase ñmessianic 

hope,ò and the lowercase ñchristological.ò On this 

photocopy, posted in technical services, someone had 

added another example. It was typed using the ñLetter 

Gothicò ball on one of the Selectric typewriters in the 

department. A capitalized ñRalphò was the example 

for the first rule, and a lowercase ñralphlikeò was the 

example for the second. This is something that stayed 

with me through the years, and Iôve often found 

myself thinking that we could all benefit from being a 

bit more ralphlike. 

ðDick Griscom, University of Pennsylvania 

My first memory of Ralph was at the Seattle MLA 

meeting where I somehow sat with the IU crowd (I 

think I owe Steve Wright for that one!) The restaurant 

was charging $35 or $40 a bottle for wine and Ralph 

was aghast, so he (and Steve, I think) went out to the 

local liquor store, called, ironically, ñRalphôs,ò and 

bought several bottles to bring back. Our server 

opened them for us but made us promise to take the 

bottles with us because she could get fired for letting 

us have them at all, let alone opening them for us. I 

knew that I would love Ralph from the moment he got 

up to go buy cheaper wine. I will miss him greatly. 

ðRebecca Littman, University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee 

It seems that I always knew Ralph, but I really got to 

know the man during my first stint on the board in 

1990-92. Ralph was the executive secretary, and 

moved heaven and earth to facilitate the boardôs 

deliberations and actions. He was everywhere: making 

copies, phoning around, ensuring that we were all 

properly fed and had sufficient to drink. What I 

particularly remember is the difficulty we had in 

voting for the first ever MLA Special Achievement 

Award. Everyone (but Ralph, apparently) knew it 

should go to Ralph for his work in getting MLA-L up 

and running, but the problem was, ñHow do we 

convene a board meeting, have a vote, make it official 

and do all of that without Ralphôs knowledge?ò As I 

recall, it wasnôt easy and involved much shenanigans, 

so Ralph could go and run down whatever it was one 

or another of us forgot to bring to the meeting, etc. 

Also, at that board meeting, Ralph and my late wife, 

Nancy, formed a personal bond. Nancy had driven up 

to Ithaca with me and spent time with a college 

classmate. One evening, however, we all sat down to 

dinner together. Afterward, Nancy asked me if all 

MLA folk were as nice as Ralph. I thought about it for 

a minute and replied, ñWell é almost, but not quite.ò 

It is not only catalogers, nor even music librarians, 

who will miss Ralph. 

ðJoe Boonin 

(From Steve Wrightôs message posted to MLA-L on 

January 14, 2010): While attending a conference in 

the mid-1980ôs, I went to dinner with Ralph and 

another colleague. The conversation turned to the 

professional landscape, and Ralph began talking about 

people in various music library jobs around the 

country. What astonished me is that he mentioned so 

many people, most of whom were just names or 

unknown to me, and he knew all about each one of 

them. He knew where they were working, what they 

In Memoriam, In Memoriam, In Memoriam, continuedcontinuedcontinued 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Celebrating 65 years of the Music Library at the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Itôs not every day that a libraryð

whether a music library or notðgets to celebrate a 

significant anniversary. So when we realized that the 

University of Illinois Music Library at Urbana-

Champaign was to mark its 65th anniversary in 2009, 

we naturally wanted to mark that event in some way. 

It was also good, of course, to have something to 

celebrate among the general gloom affecting the U.S. 

economy. 

The original music branch library at UIUC was 

founded in 1944, and our first music librarian was Jay 

Allen. Mr. Allen left the library in 1960, and was 

succeeded first by Thor E. Wood, then by Desirée de 

Charms, Bill McClellan (UIUCôs longest-serving 

music librarian), and Dick Griscom. We are proud to 

have had two editors of Notes (McClellan and 

Griscom), one MLA President (McClellan), and one 

MLA honorary member (Wood), to run our library 

during the course of its existence. Although the 

university library had assembled a collection of some 

15,000 volumes of printed music and printed books by 

1944, the new music branch library opened with just 

250 items. It was housed on the 2nd floor of Smith 

Hall, which was at that time the main building on 

campus for music and is still in use today for recitals 

and teaching. Some recitals requiring a more intimate 

space in Smith Hall take place in the original library 

room, now called the Memorial Room: only a few of 

those performing or listening in that room today 

would know that they are in what was formerly the 

Music Library. 

For over thirty years the music collections grew, 

taking over ever more parts of Smith Hall, so that 

eventually, in 1969, it became necessary to move the 

libraryôs sound recordings operations to the 

universityôs Undergraduate Library. In August 1974, 

the Music Library was able to re-consolidate its 

holdings within a new, purpose-build facility in the 

new School of Music building on W. Nevada Street, 

where it remains today. Over time, the library began to 

provide library services for students in UIUCôs 

Department of Dance and Department of Theatre, and 

in Fall 2008 it was renamed the ñMusic & Performing 

Arts Library.ò 

We decided early on that, in order to make our 

anniversary celebrations a success, we would need the 

support of our Library Advancement Office. The folks 

in Library Advancement gave the Music & 

Performing Arts Library (MPAL) some much-needed 

publicity in our library friendsô newsletter, 

Friendscript, andðequally importantlyðfound a 

donor who was willing to give us $500 to buy some 

library ñanniversary souvenirsò that we could give 

away. We decided on some fridge magnets giving the 

libraryôs contact details and other useful information, 

plus some pencils with our libraryôs name on them. If 

we had had more money to spend we might have 

produced some more lavish items, but being a state 

institution we were not allowed to use state funds for 

the purpose of creating giveaways, and thatôs why 

having a donor became necessary. 
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In addition to the free pencils and magnets, several of 

my colleagues put together an exhibit showing the 

development of MPAL since its foundation. Some 

pictures from that exhibition can be seen at http://

www.library.illinois.edu/mux/about/exhibits/

mpalanniversary.html. We had a library anniversary 

party (complete with cake!) on December 1, 2009, and 

this was very well attended. Finally, we started a Web 

page for personal and professional reminiscences of 

the Music Library from past staff members, students, 

and friends. An appeal for reminiscences was sent out 

via MLA-L, and has produced some good results. The 

reminiscences site is still growing, and can be viewed 

at http://www.library.illinois.edu/mux/about/

exhibits/65thAnnivReminiscences.html. Further 

contributions are invited ï please send them to me at 

wagstaff@illinois.edu. 

Our experience shows, I hope, that a lot of celebratory 

goodwill can be generated by a comparatively small 

amount of time and effort, and at little financial cost. It 

was certainly fun to be able to celebrate our library, 

our staff, and our patrons, in this way, and, having 

been through this exercise once, we are now ready for 

our 75th anniversary in 2019é  

ðJohn Wagstaff, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 

were doing in their jobs, how long they had been there 

and how happy or unhappy they were, where they had 

been working before that, and what they hoped to do 

in the future. He also seemed to know about their 

spouses and children (if any). He held the entire 

professional constellation in his head! This was the 

essence of Ralph: he had so much concern for other 

people and their welfare, and comparatively little 

concern for himself. Mark Scharff has already 

mentioned Ralphôs habit of typing in lowercase, which 

was significant; it was a reflection of Ralphôs personal 

Copernican revolution. Most of us are the centers of 

our own personal universes, but not Ralph; he always 

put others ahead of himself. 

ðMark Scharff, Washington University in St. Louis 

When Sue told me that she wanted to toast Ralph in 

Armenian and asked me if I knew the language, I was 

reminded of my introduction to Ralph. It came when I 

applied for a job at Indiana University and was 

granted a telephone interview. Ralph was on the 

search committee, and during that interview he asked 

me if I spoke Armenian. I had to admit that I did not. 

Fortunately, I got the job anyway. I still donôt speak 

Armenian, but I have found a way to toast Ralph. Iôve 

settled on the phrase ñAs² kez² ham§r ehò which 

means ñThis is for you.ò It is also fairly short and easy 

to pronounce. So please join me by raising your voices 

in a salute to our glorious friend, Ralph Papakhian: 

Raffi, así kezí hamár eh! 

ðAnn Churukian, Vassar College 
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